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mere passive instrument in the hands of the English Cabinet;
that the people were being goaded to madness by accumulated
oppressions ; that in the richest and most prosperous province
of Ireland, military coercion had taken the place of common law,
and useful citizens were dragged to the fleet without trial by
jury, like the most atrocious felons. Most of these evils, the
petitioners said, would have been prevented if the people had
been fairly and adequately represented in Parliament; and they
added, that the restrictions still maintained upon the Catholics
were disgraceful to the age, and that the Government had been
deliberately propagating religious animosities and persecutions.
Addresses and resolutions of a very similar character came from
the freeholders of the great Protestant county of Antrim; from
the King's County and the county of Kildare; from the cities
of Dublin and Cork; from the Whig Club and from the Bar.1
The Duke of Leinster protested against the military law in
Ulster by giving up his command of the Kildare Militia, and
was soon after removed from his post of Clerk of the Hanaper.
Lord Bellamont retired from, the Cavan Militia, and Grattan
resigned his position in the yeomanry.2

These signs were very serious, and they appear to me to show
clearly that the Government, though supported almost unani-
mously by the Irish Parliament in their policy, was not carry-
ing with it the genuine sentiments of the Irish gentry. Thomas
Emmet, in speaking of this period in his evidence before the
Secret Committee in August 1798, most solemnly declared, that
if after the Bantry Bay expedition there had been any reasonable
hope of reform being adopted, he had determined to propose to
the Executive Committee of the United Irishmen, that a messenger
should be sent to Prance to say that the differences between the
people and the Government were adjusted, and to ask that no
second invasion might be attempted, and he added that he was
certain his resolution would have been carried.3 How far a
moderate measure of reform, such as that which was proposed
by Ponsonby and Grattan, could still have prevented the rebel-'

1  Grrattan's Life, iv. 293-301.             list of contributions headed by tho

2  Camclen to  Portland, April 28.     curious   item,   ' Received   from   the*
1797. (Grattan's Life, iv. 304.) "Among     aristocrats of Belfast, 374Z. is. 6d:
the papers of the  United  Irishmen          3 McNevin's Pieces of Irish Hist.
published hythe Secret Committee of     p. 215.
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